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As for that little hint about Printing House Square, I know
the Editors and most of the writers} and, knowing, never think of
asking a favor for myself or any mortal man. They are awful
and inscrutable, and a request for a notice might bring a slasher
down upon you, such as I once had in the Times for one of my
own books (Esmond) of w<- the sale was absolutely stopped by a
Times article.84 I wish your volume every success, and thank you
for putting my name on its first page*

Ever yours
WM Thackeray.

1387.                  TO ROBERT CHAMBERS

27 DECEMBER 1858

Published in Chambers'* Journal, Sixth Series, XIV (1897), 710- My text is
taken from Lady Priestley's The Story of a Lijetime (London, 1908), pp.
70-71.

Paris, December 28th,
My Dear Chambers,

Will you send the above scrap to Mr. Payn,8s as I don't re-
member where he lives? and, in asking you to perform this kind
office for me, will you permit me to seize the opportunity afforded
me of expressing to you, Mrs. Chambers, and your somewhat
numerous family, my wish that you may enjoy many happy re-
currences of a season which Christians venerate, but which you do
not, I believe, acknowledge in Scotland, and the assurance of the
profound consideration with which I have the honour to be, Sir,
Madam, and your kind, merry, pretty young ladies,
Your faithful servant,
W. M. T.

84 See above, No. 935, note 25.

85 James Payn (1830-1898), the novelist, a regular contributor to Cham-
bers' Journal.